Code of Practice for use of Small Boats

The skipper is responsible for the health and safety of anyone on board. He will provide sufficient instruction, and his decisions must be followed. All boats must be MCA registered, and operated in compliance with the relevant code. Small boats operate with a minimum of two persons on board, both of whom must be capable of summoning help in an emergency, i.e. be able to operate the radio except in situations agreed in writing by the College Small Boats Adviser and the College Health and Safety Officer
Small boats will only be operated in compliance with the MCA code. Anyone wishing to carry out work with small boats MUST ensure that the operations they wish to carry out are within the limits of the boat concerned. 

Reporting of Small Boat Work

All small boat work will be reported to the Bangor University Security Office on extension 2795 prior to departure. The skipper must give details of launch and recovery stations, itinerary and expected departure and return times. The skipper must inform Bangor security office on their return.
This will apply to all work carried out on a daily basis, i.e. with no overnight accommodation away from home. For longer trips, other reporting will be agreed as necessary. Risk Assessments must be prepared for all such activities, and a copy approved by the School Safety Co-ordinator.
Clothing and Equipment

(A)
The clothing of all members of the group must be adequate to protect against all weather conditions likely to be encountered, paying particular attention to waterproofs, heat retention and the effect of solar radiation.

(B)
Life jackets must be worn at all times whilst afloat.  The life jackets must be visually inspected before each trip by the Leader.  Orally inflated life jackets must be pressure tested annually.  Gas inflated life jackets must be serviced annually by an approved manufacturer.  All life jackets must comply to British Standard BS 3595.

(C)
There must be no smoking in the boats or in the proximity of fuel.

(D)
All fuel must be carried in approved containers.  The containers and associated pipework must be checked for possible leaks.

(E)
No equipment needing an electric supply or having internal voltages in excess of 50 volts AC or DC is to be used in the small boats.







