BANGOR UNIVERSITY
School of Biological Sciences

	RISK ASSESSMENT FORM FOR FIELDWORK

	


	
	ASSESSMENT No
	


SECTION 1. GENERAL INFORMATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT

	Person(s) or Group(s)
	

	Status
	

	Supervisor
	

	Location (Fieldwork site)
	Palawan and Luzon Islands (Philippines); Thailand

	Dates
	30/01/2010 – 03/03/2010

	Detailed description of all intended activities (attach separate sheet(s) if necessary): 
Sampling of freshwater shrimp and fish will be undertaken in small shallow rivers in the Philippines and Thailand. Seine and dip nets will be used and waders will be worn at all times. No electro fishing will be performed. Live samples will be taken to the laboratory for processing. Fish will be anaesthetised and preserved in 100% ethanol. No lone working will be undertaken at any time, and at least one member of the team will remain on the river bank at all times. Local collaborators will be present during all fieldwork, who have all required collecting permits. GPS will be carried at all times to reduce chances of getting lost. Only approved/safe transport providers will be utilised for all travel. Measures will be put in place to minimise all risks outlined above. I have been sampling to SE Asia before, and my local collaborators sample regularly all over this region. I am taking Malaria medication, and updated my travel vaccinations in April 2009 (typhoid, hepatitis, etc).


	Arrangements for supervision (Staff/Student Ratios and maximum & minimum party sizes): 

Dr Mark de Bruyn and at least one local collaborator will be present at all times (Professor Roberto Pagulayan, Angeles University Foundation, Angeles City, Philippines).

	Is special training required............NO

If YES, give details: 

	Access to medical facilities (describe location & how the facilities will be accessed)
In the event of a medical emergency, the casualty will be driven to the nearest hospital to the sampling site. I will purchase local sim cards, and have a working mobile at all times, with relevant emergency numbers logged, as will my in-country collaborators.

	First aid arrangements (first aider and/or first aid kit): 

A first aid kit will be carried at all times as will a mobile phone. MdB has been trained in life saving techniques around water, and has a valid first aid certificate.

	Reporting procedure in case of problems (Name & telephone number of first point of contact and back at UWB)
If problems occur in the field, the alarm will be raised if we fail to return from fieldwork when expected. Details of my itinerary and expected return time will be left with a reliable person at our base, together with instructions about what to do if we fail to return at the expected time e.g. attempt to make contact by mobile phone then call the emergency services after an appropriate time (1-2 hours depending on location and potential hazards). 
Jan Albin (ext 8131) will be the point of contact at UWB.
Contact in SE Asia:
Professor Roberto Pagulayan

Tel: (+63-45) 625-2888
E-mail: roberto_pagulayan@yahoo.com
Professor of Biology and Executive Director

Centre for Planning, Research, and Development

Angeles University Foundation

Angeles City, Philippines


PROTECTIVE CLOTHING/EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
Cross out or delete items that are not applicable
	Rubber Gloves
	Plastic/PVC Gloves
	Mobile phone
	

	Safety Specs
	Goggles
	Full Face Visor
	

	Warm clothing
	Weatherproof clothing
	Waterproof clothing
	High-visibility clothing

	Steel-toe capped footwear
	Walking boots
	Rubber boots
	Waders

	Ear defenders
	Hard Hat
	Face mask
	Life jacket

	Sun hat
	Sun cream
	Insect repellent
	Mosquito netting

	Other protective clothing/equipment:
	 
	

	
	
	
	


RESTRICTIONS
Cross out or delete restrictions that are not applicable
	Work not to be done outside normal working hours

	Work must not to be done alone

	Work must not be done at night
	Work must not to be left unattended

	Other restrictions:
	

	


FILL IN RISK ASSESSMENT GRID BELOW
 (List even those which may seem minor)
	Hazards Identified
	Risk Ranking
	Control Measures To Minimise Risk

	( incl. physical, biological, chemical &

human-made)
	High
	Med
	Low
	

	Drowning
Water-borne disease and similar 
Snake bite
Insect and Arachnid bites
Rabies
Dehydration, sunstroke, heat exhaustion.
Stomach problems

Cuts, sprains and breaks

Personal Safety (mugging/attack)

Theft of Belongings

Accommodation

	X


	X

X

X


	X
X
X
X

X

X

X


	MdB is a good swimmer. Care will be taken on the bank. Will be working mainly in shallow, slow flowing water. Be conscious of currents and hidden objects in the water. Avoid slippery banks and seek safe entry/exit points to/from the water.

Wear waterproof footwear / cover existing cuts with waterproof plasters. Seek medical attention if symptoms occur. All necessary vaccinations completed (e.g. typhoid).
Wear long trousers and boots when walking in forest. Avoid crevasses. If bite occurs, keep calm, seek assistance from a first aider, if>30mins from medical care then tie a bandage 2-4cms above bite but not tight enough to cut off blood supply and make notes on the phenotype of the snake. Proceed to local hospital for anti-venom

Keep skin covered after dusk and in forest. Shake all clothes and footwear before putting on. Use repellent. Sleep under a mosquito net. Apply antihistamines to bites. Monitor health for signs of fever or anaphylactic shock. Seek medical attention if infection occurs.

Don’t disturb bats, avoid stray animals. If bitten by a rabid animal,  proceed to hospital for medical attention

Avoid midday sun, carry and drink water, wear hat and sunglasses and keep in the shade where possible. If heat related illness occurs, stay in a cool place and take rehydration solution.

Wash and peel all fruit and vegetables. Use bottled water and take water purification tablets. If problems occur, rehydrate and rest. Seek medical attention if necessary.

Wear strong footwear with good grips. Stick to main paths where possible. Cover existing cuts with dressings. Treat with appropriate first aid on occurrence. Carry personal first aid kits.

Avoid walking alone, especially at night. Keep valuables to a minimum. Give up valuables if approached. Report to police immediately.

Never leave belongings unattended where possible. Try to secure all valuables. If theft occurs, report to police immediately. Have adequate insurance.

To be assessed as to fire safety and general health issues once there. Arrange alternative accommodation if present circumstances are a health or fire risk.



	Is there a travel ADVICE NOTICE BY THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE RELATING TO YOUR DESTINATION?    

                                              YES     X                     NO                    Date checked: 11/01/2010
If yes, please attach FCO advice and state in detail how each problem will be avoided / taken into account.
FCO advice on overseas travel can be obtained from their website http://www.fco.gov.uk/travel/


	IF TRAVELLING ABROAD, DO YOU HAVE PERSONAL TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR THE PERIOD OF YOUR FIELDWORK?

                                      YES     X                NO           



	IF YOUR PROJECT INVOLVES WORK WITH ANIMALS OR LIVE TISSUE, HAS APPROVAL 

BEEN OBTAINED FROM THE BIO ETHICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE?

                                              YES                     NO    X      (only fin clips will be taken, specimens will be released unharmed)
Please check with your supervisor if you are unsure.    


section 2. SUPERVISOR’S Conclusions/Comments About Risks

This section must be filled in by the supervisor

Declaration

The  information on both sides of this form is to the best of my knowledge an accurate statement of the known foreseeable hazards and of the precautions which are to be taken. It will be discussed and shown to all the participants.

	Supervisor's Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Participant's Signature:
	
	Date:
	


section 3. FIELDWORK OFFICER’S Comments About Risks

This section must be filled in by the FIELDWORK OFFICER

	Fieldwork officer's signature:
	
	Date:
	



