COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR WORKING IN AQUARIA

1) Only authorised persons may work in aquaria

2) All circuits must be protected by RCD/MCB type switches

3) All electrical installations must be rated to IP55 or better

4) No electrical items may be brought into aquaria without the permission of the aquarium supervisor

5) All portable electrical appliances must bear a blue (or red in SOS) electrical safety label clearly indicating the date on which the next safety inspection/test is due. Users must inspect items of electrical equipment prior to use and inform the aquarium supervisor of any items that are malfunctioning or do not have an in date electrical safety label. Malfunctioning or out of test items must be electrically isolated and clearly labelled as being unsuitable for use.

6) All tanks that have an electrical connection must be earthed by means of an earthing rod connected to earthing points. Metal tank supports must also be earthed.
7) All electrical supplies to tanks must be switched off before hands are placed into the water

8) Tripped circuits must be reported to the aquarium supervisor. On no account may aquarium users reset trips themselves 

9) Aquarium users must not attempt to dismantle or repair items of electrical equipment themselves

10) Only non-conducting ladders may be used in aquaria

11) A risk assessment, signed by the supervisor of the work, must be completed and submitted to the Departmental Safety Co-ordinator (DSC) before any work takes place. No chemicals may be used without the permission of the aquarium supervisor and a COSHH form must be submitted to the DSC whenever hazardous chemicals are used.

12) Mercury thermometers must not be used.

13) The CNS ‘Out of Hours Working Policy’ must be followed

14)  The CNS ‘Safe Working Practice for Laboratories’ must be followed
15) The CNS ‘Safe Working Practices for Electrical ‘equipment must be followed

16) Local Rules for specialised work areas must be followed

17) Aquaria must be kept tidy and free of tripping hazards and floors should be kept as dry as possible

18) All work involving vertebrates and cephalopods must be discussed with the animal welfare officer prior to starting. Users are responsible for their livestock  and must provide or arrange for the necessary husbandry to maintain their livestock

19)  No adjustment to any of the environmental controls or systems is permitted without prior consultation with the aquarium supervisor.
20) All tanks must be clearly labelled with the date, species number of animals, name of user and academic supervisor. On termination of a project the user must arrange for the disposal of animals and clean all equipment used
